
The Airports

Consultation has begun on the

future status of provincial and

overseas airport s .

4Airport Policy and Sustainable
D e v e l o p m e n t

The multi-modal plans for public tra n s p o rt ,

w h i ch outline the main orientations fo r

t ra n s p o rt policy initiated in 19 9 7, we re

p re s e n ted by the Tra n s p o rt Minister at a

g ove rnment meeting on 26 October 2000.

T h ey define an ove rall airport policy based

on the development of a comp l e m e n ta ry

national network of sites with an in-

te rnational vocation designed to respond to

t ra n s p o rt demand over the next 20 ye a rs by

adapting capacity to the expected incre a s e

in tra ffi c .

The planning, pro tection and deve l o p m e n t

of new sites is explicitly set down in re g i o n s

w h e re the development of existing airport s

is  not poss ib le  due to te chnica l or

e n v i ro n m e n tal problems. Hence, a new

a i r p o rt on the We ste rn seaboard will be

built at No t re-Dame-des-Landes and plans

will be drawn up for new sites at To u l o u s e ,

in the Alpes-Maritimes region and the Va r

re g i o n .

The gove rnment has also decided, on

principle, to build a new airport to serve Pa r i s

and adjacent regions to respond to th e

grow th in tra ffic, while ack n owledging effo rt s

for the limitation of noise pollution around

Orly and Roissy. Its location will finally be

decided after a debate to be organised in th e

course of 2001 under the auspices of the

National Commission for Public Debate.

4The First Steps of the Authority
for the Control of Airport Noise
Pollution (ACNUSA)

The fi rst independent higher authority fo r

the environment, the Au thority for th e

C o n t rol of Airport Noise Pollution (AC N U SA ) ,

was set up by law in 1999. Its role is to

g u a ra n tee local residents, local auth o r i t i e s

and air tra n s p o rtation pro fessionals, an

open, imp a rtial and objective appraisal of

issues relating to the control of noise

pollution ge n e ra ted by airport activity and

the curbing of thei r e f fect on th e

e n v i ronment. The eight members of th e

commission we re appointed by decree on 9

Fe b ru a r y 2000.  The Au thority has

d i s c i p l i n a ry powe rs: in 2000, the Na t i o n a l

Commission for the Prevention of Sound

Pollution submitted 330 fines to AC N U SA

(and 60 acqu i t tals) for a to tal of FF 6 636

million (1 011 million Euro s ) .

The Consulta t i ve Commissions for th e

E n v i ronment (CCEs) have had their ro l e

st re n g thened. A decree dated 16 Fe b ru a ry

2000 defines its new make-up and modes of

o p e ration. Presided over by the Re g i o n a l

Ad m i n i st ra to rs (Préfets), th ey must now

bring to ge ther th ree colleges in equ a l
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The future of airports in France is defined 

by five major challenges: developing a sustainable 

means of combating noise pollution, renewing airport 

concessions, improving services to passengers and 

reinforcing safety and security measures.

The Airports Department is responsible

for meeting these challenges.



n u m b e rs, composed of air pro fe s s i o n a l s ,

local authorities and local pre s s u re gro u p s .

These commissions are curre n t ly being

re n ewed in most of the airport s .

4Quality Charters
to Fight Airport Noise

Among the commitments made by th e

Tra n s p o rt Minister when the Ro i s s y- C h a r l e s

de Gaulle airport was expanded, was th e

d rawing up of a Quality Charter for th e

E n v i ronment. This policy has since been

e x tended across the country with th e

M i n i ster asking for such ch a r te rs to be

d rawn up for the nine main Fre n ch airport s .

The goal is to propose short and medium

te rm measures, dete rmined openly and in

a spirit of dialogue, to limit the impact of

a e ronautical activity on the lives of re s i d e n t s .

Under the auspices of the CCEs, th ey are

d rawn up collabora t i ve ly by the gove rn m e n t

a gencies, the airports, the airlines, pilot and

c o n t ro l l e rs’ re p re s e n ta t i ves and re s i d e n t

o rganisations. The CCEs and AC N U SA make

s u re that promises are ke p t .

The ch a rter includes a code of good conduct

w h i ch brings to ge ther air tra n s p o r t

p ro fessionals around shared objectives: piloting

te ch n i ques, noise reduction pro c e d u re s ,

t raining and consciousness-ra i s i n g .

C h a rte rs have already been finalised at

Ro i s s y, Orly, Nice, Lyon and Bâle-Mulhouse.

T h ey are being compiled at To u l o u s e ,

B o rdeaux, and St ra s b o u rg .

4The Renewal of Airport
C o n c e s s i o n s

In 2000, Préfets began negotiating new

concessions after the 1999 gove rn m e n t

decision to re n ew the Chamber of Commerc e ’ s

m a n d a te for managing shor t - te r m

concessions (from 3 to 5 ye a rs, with

e xceptions). Lyon, Bordeaux, To u l o u s e ,

Na n tes, Lille, Fo rt - d e - France, Quimp e r, Calais,

le Hav re and Eu-Mers-les Bains-le-Tr é p o rt now

h ave a new contracts which are more modern

and consistent with the te rms and conditions

approved by the Council of State in 1997.

C e rtain airports will be tra n s fe rred towa rd s

local authorities, such as the Cors i c a n

a i r p o r ts, in accordance with the bill

c u rre n t ly in discussion and oth e rs (such as

G renoble) will do so on a vo l u n ta ry basis.

An in-depth rev i ew of the evolution of

a i r p o rt management in the regional and

ove rseas te rr i tories and departments has

been initiated, on the basis of pre l i m i n a ry

work done by the re l evant official bodies and

of proposals put fo rwa rd by the Union of

C h a m b e rs  of  Commerce and Airpor t

M a n a gement St ru c t u res (UCCEGA ) .
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The 9 main French airports all have a Charter for Environmental Quality.
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4A Charter for Better Quality
Service in the Airports

The Office for Civil Aviation took an active

p a rt in the comp re h e n s i ve proposals made

by UCCEGA, Paris Airport Au thority and th e

o p e ra to rs to imp rove the quality of service

for passenge rs in the airports. The fi rst

c o n fe rence on quality in airports was held

in May 2000 and offe red a chance for all

c o n c e rned to make fi rm commitments.

4Thinking about the Fu t u r e
of the Paris Airports Authority

In 1999, the President of the Paris Airport s

Au thority re c e i ved a dire c t i ve to consider th e

f u t u re of this sta te - c o n t rolled body while

taking account of the various ta rgets fi xe d

by the gove rnment. The conclusions we re to

b o l ster the pro gramme for better qu a l i t y, to

set down a fra m ework for inte rn a t i o n a l

activity and to adjust the sta t u tes of th e

Au thority to enhance its perfo rm a n c e .

4Measures to Improve Safety
and Security in the Airports

C h e cking bagga ge in the hold is pro gre s s i ve ly

being introduced in the main Fre n ch

a i r p o rts. The perc e n ta ge of inspections at

the end of 2000 was between 30 and 40%

in the Paris airports. In the regions, th e

fi g u re was close to 30%. The Airport s

D e p a rtment is financing the acquisition of

e x p l o s i ve dete c to rs .

C h e cking passenge rs and hand lugga ge is

c u rre n t ly done in all airports by security

p e rsonnel hired by airport manage m e n t .

L a st ly, the Paris Airports Au thority and th e

main regional airports now have auto m a t i c

d e tection systems for the surveillance of

re st r i c ted are a s .

A new decree on airport police is in

p re p a ration and will deal dire c t ly with airport

security issues. Two ord e rs we re also

published in the Journal of f iciel in

Nove m b e r 2000: th ey make official prev i o u s

p ractice which had till then been inst i t u te d

c o n t ra c t u a l ly or by mutual consent.

2000 was also saw the recommendations of

the Safety Ove rsight Audit Pro gramme (OAC I )

b rought into line with the re g u l a t i o n s

re l a t i ve to rescue pro c e d u res and f i re

f ighting on planes. The re l evant texts we re

published in January 2 0 01. Over and above

the direct funding for specialised security

e quipment which is fo rthcoming from the Air

Tra n s p o rt and Airport Inte r vention Fu n d

(FF 120 million in 2000), the Airpor t s

D e p a r tment ensures that each site has

s u fficient funding, ge n e ra ted by the airport

tax cre a ted in 1999, to cover their safety and

security obliga t i o n s .

4Increasing Investment
to Increase Capacity

G i ven the constant rise in tra ffic since 19 9 2 ,

a i r p o r t manage rs are adapting th e i r

i n f ra st ru c t u re to the demand for higher

c a p a c i t y.

Investment in French Airports 
(in millions of FF)

Aerodrome Traffic 
(in millions of passengers)

The “Penalty” pro c e d u re
( J a n u a ry 19 9 8 /
J a n u a ry 2 0 01 )

M o n i to red infringe m e n t s :

1 040 bre a ches 

of the “re st r i c ted use 

of airports” re g u l a t i o n s :

809 at CDG, 

143 at Le Bourget, 

12 at Toulouse, 

14 at Nice, 25 at Lyon, 

37 at Orly.

In 1998 and 1999, 

the majority 

of infringements we re 

to do with Chapter 2

c u rfew; in 2000 th ey

re l a ted to not re s p e c t i n g

flight path s .

Handling th e

i n f r i n ge m e n t s :

• Befo re the set up of

AC N U SA (Fe b ru a ry 2 0 0 0 ) :

22 sessions of th e

National Commission for 

the Prevention of No i s e

Po l l u t i o n ;

1 434 files exa m i n e d ;

1 331 fines imp o s e d

(FF 24.8 million).

• After the set up

of AC N U SA :

5 sessions

330 fines and 

60 acqu i t tals sugge ste d .

Paris Airports Provincial
Airports

Overseas
Airports

Total



Security and Defence: a busy year 2000

At the OAC I, a group of experts began revising Annex 17 so as to have a more

c o h e rent document which distinguishes between objectives to be re a ched for th e

p revention of illegal acts and the acceptable means to re a ch those objective s .

A fter this revision, the group also recommended that sta tes should be subject

to audits carried out by the OACI, initially done on a vo l u n ta ry basis.

On a European leve l, the member sta tes of the European Confe rence on Civil

Aviation (CEAC) defined the methods and pro c e d u res to sta n d a rdise airport audits

(Annex 17 of the OACI and Doc 30 of the CEAC). A training pro gramme for th o s e

c a rrying them out has been set up. Seve ral European countries have also begun

to set down a legal fra m ework for the concept of’ the “single security contro l ” ,

by which a passenger and bagga ge whose trip invo lves seve ral sto p - ove rs is ch e cke d

o n ly once at the airport of depart u re. A multilate ral agreement is being pre p a re d ,

w i th annexes to describe the methods and pro c e d u res for its imp l e m e n ta t i o n .

In Fra n c e, the administ ra t i ve bodies invo lved in implementing security measure s

( the Home Office, the Defence Minist ry, customs and civil aviation) have

l a u n ched a pro gramme of airports audits for those handling more than 200 000

p a s s e n ge rs. The twenty audits carried out in 2000 we re fo l l owed by

recommendations for the imp rovement of security. An examination of th e

causes of shortcomings also showed that the re g u l a to ry fra m ework was fo u n d

l a cking, with, in part i c u l a r, the scant respect of security rules by the comp a n i e s

o p e rating in re st r i c ted areas. Joint discussions took place on the subject and a

Council of Sta te decree will define the legal measures to be ta ken by airport s

and opera to rs as well as by those who use or occupy re st r i c ted are a s .

C o n c e rning air fre i g h t, 2000 saw the confi rmation of the 100% security policy

for all freight in the holds. Tra n s p o rt police and customs inspections now mean

that regulations are re s p e c te d .

ST BA: ru n ways for the future big carr i e rs

L a u n ched in 1998 by Airbus, in conjunction with the Airport Te chnical Services

and the Central Engineering Labora to ry (LCPC) the experimental pro gramme on

ru n way load continued in 2000 in pre p a ration for the A380. Simulations on th e

b e h aviour of flexible ru n ways have continued while the hard ru n way phase bega n :

this ru n way is curre n t ly being built and the fi rst te st will ta ke place in the autumn

2 0 01. Meanwhile, the study pro gramme which aims to find a new method for th e

p ro p o rtioning of ru n ways, has continued in 2000. The ST BA is also taking part ,

w i th the help of its IMAG tra i l e r, in an inte rnational study (invo lving Canada and

the Un i ted Sta tes) on adherence to ru n ways depending on we a ther condition (ra i n ,

c o mpact snow, loose snow or slush and ice): the objective is to define an

i n te rnational indicator for “sliding”. After the 2000 campaign, the IMAG has become

the vehicle of re fe rence for the te sts. The ST BA also collabora tes with th e

Pe rmanent Commission for the Revision of Te chnical Training on Civilian Airport s ,

whose Chapter 13 was circ u l a ted at the end of 2000. Last ly, it produced a document

called “Wa ter and the Airport” intended for airport wo r ks department manage rs .

The Paris Airports Au thority thus inve ste d

FF 3,6 million (550 million Euros) in 2000.

At Ro i s s y-Charles de Gaulle, the year saw th e

c o mpletion of the doubling of the No rth e rn

ru n ways and studies we re comp l e ted fo r

Te rminal 2E on which work should begin in

2 0 01; the re h a b i l i tation of te rminal CDG1 will

begin at the same time. Maintenance and

i mp rovement work has also ta ken place at

O r ly.

A fter the pause in 1999, inve stments in

regional airports has risen by 18%. They have

m a i n ly been used for passenger te rm i n a l

e n l a rgement at Nice, Marseille, Lyon and

Saint-Denis de la Réunion, as well as for th e

re c o n st ruction of the ru n way at St ra s b o u rg .

Funding came both from ai rpor t

m a n a gement and from local auth o r i t y

s u b s i d i e s .

4The Activities of the Airport
Special Services (SSBA) in 2000

The Airport Special Services for the milita ry

a i r p o rts in the South - E a st, the South -We st

and the Paris region are responsible fo r

i mp o rtant assignments on behalf of th e

D GAC and the Minist ry of Defe n c e .

The South - E a st SSBA launched a pilot

p ro gramme, in conjunction with the Offi c e

for Air Nav i gation, for the maintenance of

the new CRNA South - E a st. It launched a

tender for the pro j e c ted site plan for th e

M a rs e i l l e - P rovence airport. It also piloted th e

c o n st ruction of a parking lot for large carr i e rs

on the Ist res milita ry base in anticipation of

the te sts for the A340-600 fo l l owed by th e

A380. The South -We st SSBA co-ord i n a ted th e

c o n st ruction of the new te chnical unit for th e

C R NA which is due to be f inished in

J u n e 2 0 01. On behalf of the South and

S o u th -We st Civil Aviation Offices fo r, it

wo r ked on planification for the airports at

Pau, Biarritz, Agen and Pa m i e rs .

The Paris Region SSBA wo r ked on studies and

c o n st ruction work for the re h a b i l i tation or th e

restructuring of various buildings. It also

m a n a ged the extension of the Ac c i d e n t

I n ve st i gation Bureau and comp l e ted th e

demolition of the Paris Convention Centre. ❚


